
Clean water: the unsexy elternative to
bridge building
Th€re's no other aryay to put it. Dr,
Grahan Gegnon deats$,ith a tot ot
waste. lile]ally.lt's his iob lo dealwith
th€ Droblem3 tie r€st of us worild rathsf
fbsh .way. "trom battery add to fish guts
to hog nanule*you nane it, we've seen
it alL" he exctaims proudly.

Dr, Gagnon is D.lfto[sie's Canada
Regearch Chah in Water quatlty .nd
Treatment. He's reseatahing nei, ways to
povide cteen drinking water to commrni-
ties ind to lreat wnstewdter so lt hag less
of a netative inpad on the envhonment
dnd public heatth,

"Sure, as an engineerit's much sexier
[o pointto a bridge end 5ay,'look what
ldid!"' he says, "Eut it's a lot harder to
point t0 tho heatmcnt plant that no one
ever 5e6s. ot [o show so eon€ a lake and
say'hey, there are fewer pollutinb in

there beaauso of ne'."
Supported by a group

that includes a futl-lime
reseatch associite and
about a dolen gl.dlalo l1!-
dents, Dr. Grgnon has 1$,0
main rreas ol research, one
involves looking at ilnova-
tions to imprcve ddlking
watea, st ch ai lhe b6st !/llry
lo rcdfte drngerols prtho-
gen! like [. coli or rhomi@l aonlaminant5
like arseni., T]e olher ir lreating ind0s-
hiat effluent frcm snatl and nediom"sired
@mmunilieg and rcsource.based indus.
kies, s!(h as seafood proa66sing plaots.

Even though the results of his research
may not be immediatetyapparonl, the
impaat is enormous, especiallyon a com.
munity'5 heatth.The worl( isn't i!st aboul

engineering -there nre potiticat, envi-
ronmental, hoalth, ecoromic end soaial
c0nsequen(es.

"Wlthort clean d nking water, every.
thinget5e i5 secondary," he says. "An

ulsafe watersupplycan aost a town
subslantially, mtiust in money bul in
untealthy residonts."


